
AAQEP: Innovative Support for 
Teacher Licensure Assessments

Presented by 

©2026 Passage PreparationTM

Dr. Kristina Sterling
Educator Success 

Manager

Dr. Marla Robertson
Utah State



Our Purpose/Mission



The education profession 
deserves a high standard for 
entry and everyone deserves 
the support to show they can 
meet it. 



Dr. Marla Robertson



Foundations of Reading 
Assessment – Continuous 
Improvement
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Our Context at USU



Offerings at Utah State University



Licensing Requirement (as of Sept 2024)

*Special Education (SPERC) is a different department at USU; requires collaboration between Teacher 
Education and Leadership (TEAL) and SPERC; state data is by university and by program



Foundations of Reading (UFORA)



Foundations of Reading (Pearson)



Test Design



Test Design



Foundations of Reading Preparation
Fall 2024

•Program 
preparation 
(Quizzes; 
Open 
Response 
practice)

•1 credit 
review 
course using 
Pearson 
course

Spring 2025

•+
•1 credit 

review 
course 
using 
Passage 
Preparation

Fall 2025

•+
•1 credit 

review 
course 
using 
Passage 
Preparation

Spring 2026

•+
•1 credit 

review 
course 
using 
Passage 
Preparation



Foundations of Reading
• USU 4049 Foundations of Reading Review 

–required in TEAL
• Taken at the same time as the 2nd Elementary 

literacy course
• UFORA required to be taken at the end of the 

semester (passing score is 240)
• Gives students time to retake if needed
• TEAL Policy that students need to have taken 

UFORA before they can student teach
• Licensing requirement to pass UFORA, but not 

a graduation requirement
• SPED students are invited (schedules don’t 

always align, preparation courses are 
different)



Foundations of 
Reading – ELED4049
• USU and Passage Preparation use Canvas
• Integrated PP into our Canvas
• We order vouchers for all students (part of 

tuition)
• Students use voucher to register for Passage 

Preparation
• Students screenshot their quiz scores and 

upload to ELED4049 or upload notes from 
videos, etc.

• Pass/Fail course; all assignments with points 
are required to Pass

• Minimum 80% on all quizzes



• Re-ordered PP 
content

• PP Webinars
• Added USU Zoom 

open response 
review (for SPED or 
optional)

• Added USU UFORA 
review Quizzes



Effectiveness of Partnership
USU UFORA Scores 2023-2024 (before required for licensure – pilot year) 

• No cut score

• Mean score – 252

• 73% pass rate (no state expectation) 

USU UFORA Scores 2024-2025 (after required for licensure and added ELED 
4049 review course) 

• Cut score is 240

• Mean score: 261, SD=20 (N=186)

• 89% pass rate (state expectation is 75% pass rate)



Effectiveness of Partnership
USU UFORA Scores 2025-2026 (so far) 

• Cut score is 240

• Mean score: 261 (N=63)

• 91% pass rate (includes 2 additional FLEX passing scores) (state 
expectation is 75% pass rate)



Passage Preparation Partnership

Passage Preparation
• Very quick and responsive to requests/needs/issues
• Always update content (e.g., added webinars for multiple choice review and 

open response review)
• Take feedback on content (e.g., more scenario-based questions)
• Adaptable to length of course to meet semester requirements



“Passage Preparation was a really great course to help with 
the UFORA testing. The modules had many great visuals and 
really helped break it down so that I could better understand 
it. I really enjoyed the Zoom sessions that we had with 
Professor Robertson. She went over the writing portion of the 
test and really broke it down for us.”

Karli Brown 



“ELED 4049, Passage Preparation at USU was a very positive 
and valuable experience. The course was very well organized 
and easy to navigate. The modules walked me step-by-step 
through all I needed to prepare for the UFORA. The modules 
used interactive tools to help learn and reinforce key concepts 
and key vocabulary. I credit this class to being a key 
component to being ready to take and pass the UFORA. I 
would recommend this class to anyone preparing to take this 
assessment.” 

Emily Stewart



Overview of the 
Support



Districts/Divisions

• Support pipelines
• Support credential 

expansion

Educator Preparation 
Programs

State Education 
Agencies

• Embedded in program
• Ancillary support for 

candidate preparation

• Statewide support
• Targeted support for 

specific content areas

Customized Support 



Passage 
Preparation• Our study guides and practice tests provide content that 
the candidates need to be successful on their exams

• Delivered in Canvas, the course models high-level 
pedagogical practices for teachers to take into their 
classrooms

• Candidates engage in data-based decision-making skills 
to build a study plan tailored to their needs.  

• You have access to teacher-candidate progress and 
performance data to track progress throughout the 
courses



Pass Rate Results

EC–6 Core Subjects 
– Pass Rate

All Exams – Pass 
Rate

Scored 85%+ on 
Passage 
Preparation 
practice test

95% 94%

Below 85% on 
Passage 
Preparation / No 
Passage use

 55% 54%



Course Structure



We
Start
with 
Alignmen
t



Course 
Content

Our course content is purposefully curated by educators with 
instructional best practices front of mind.



Constructed Response 
Support 



Webinar Library



End of 
Course 
Practice 
Assessment
s



Access to Candidate Data



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1P--nqv7QCkqltHIZPgFIdySLs0b2HIwk/preview




Structure Support &
Pricing



Packages Available 

We can put together 
packages that can 
include different options.



Exclusive Discounts: AAQEP members can receive special package 
discounts, making test prep more accessible for all aspiring educators.

10 - 199 200 - 499 500+

30-Day Bundle ($45) $37.50 $30 $22.50

90-Day Bundle ($90) $75 $60 $45

30-Day Single ($30) $25 $20 $15

90-Day Single ($60) $50 $40 $30

120-Day Single $65 $50 $40

Site License $85 $85 $76.50



Synchronous Cohort and Prep+
Synchronous Cohort - For six consecutive weeks, candidates receive 90 
minutes of live, engaging group instruction from a content expert, along 
with office hours for personalized, targeted support. $7500 includes up to 
15 teachers; additional teachers are an additional cost. 

Prep+ Series Package - Total of 6 webinars over 3 months, scheduled at 
two per month. Partner identifies the six subject areas covered in those 
webinars. Each webinar is 75 minutes. We work together to schedule the 
time that works best for your teachers. ($5,000)
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